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A
few years ago, Facebook alerted me to a family 
member’s birthday. My go-to on such occasions is to 
illustrate a talking penis saying “Happy Birthday”, 
and post it to their Facebook wall. Which typeface 

might best suit a penis? The answer, was obviously Hobo.

This was at a time where Hobo didn’t mean much to me. I had no 
idea it had art nouveau roots, or that it was originally drawn by 
Morris Fuller Benton and others at American Type Founders in 
1910. I simply associated it with unprofessional graphic design, 
or lame attempts at fake psychedelic posters ineptly mimicking 
the style of Wes Wilson.

But as time went on, and more talking penises were posted to 
Facebook, I gradually grew to love Hobo’s je ne sais quoi. I even 
discovered it was already a sort of typographic guilty pleasure 
among some respected and talented type designers.

It was striking to me that even though few consider it a favorite, 
Hobo has somehow survived every technological leap in type. It 
started in metal, maintained popularity in the photo typesetting 
era, was digitized in the 80s, and now comes pre-installed on 
almost every personal computer—an amazing feat considering its 
name is derived from the fact that no one wanted to care for it in 
the first place.

Hobo’s lack of straight lines and right angles is also a breath of 
fresh air. I later realized it was the softness of Hobo’s curves that 
provided the human emotion I was in search of when I wanted 
to compliment a talking dick. In an age where cold precision is 
default, what is there to remind you you’re human?

The Origins of Hobeaux:
Love for the Unloved

→ THE FULL STORY WITH ILLUSTRATIONS CONTINUES ON OHNOTYPE.CO →
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BLACK

BOLD

SEMIBOLD

REGULAR

LIGHT

Predefined
Convenient
31st & Quint
Art Nouveau
Monogamist
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 Often it’s argued that 
naming a child (or a font) 

doesn’t determine the child 
(or font’s) social outcomes in 
adult life. Unfortunately for 
Hobo, its parents obviously 

hated it and wanted it to 
have a miserable life.

Beth Caird

“

“

San Francisco, California
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ARRROWS (on by default. Turn off Standard Ligatures to disable)

LINING, MID-HEIGHT (Stylistic Set 01), AND DESCENDERLESS OLDSTYLE FIGURES (accessible in Proportional Oldstyle figures)

DESCENDING ALTERNATES (accessible in Stylistic Set 02)

AUTOMATICALLY FLIPPING O (on by default. Turn off Standard Ligatures to disable)

VANISHING OR DIMINISHING CROSSBAR (on by default. Turn off Standard Ligatures to disable)

 -> -> ->
 136 -> 136 -> 136

 pokery -> pokery
LOSER -> LOSER

surf -> surf
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LIGHT 36 POINT

LIGHT 16 POINT

SAND-BOY CHIMNEYS 
ADVICEFUL CAMPHINE 
SUNBATHE KREPLACH 
CONFIRM PRECIOUSLY 
JUDICATOR TOWPLANE 
CRAFTSMEN REDOUBT 
WARLINGS NUGATORY

Go placidly amid the noise and the haste, and 
remember what peace there may be in silence. 
As far as possible, without surrender, be on good 
terms with all persons. Speak your truth quietly 
and clearly; and listen to others, even to the dull 
and the ignorant; they too have their story. Avoid 
loud and aggressive persons; they are vexatious 
to the spirit. If you compare yourself with others, 
you may become vain or bitter, for always there 
will be greater and lesser persons than yourself. 
Enjoy your achievements as well as your plans. 
Keep interested in your own career, however 
humble; it is a real possession in the changing 
fortunes of time. Exercise caution in your busi-
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REGULAR 36 POINT

REGULAR 16 POINT

SAND-BOY CHIMNEYS 
ADVICEFUL CAMPHINE 
SUNBATHE KREPLACH 
CONFIRM PRECIOUSLY 
JUDICATOR TOWPLANE 
CRAFTSMEN REDOUBT 
WARLINGS NUGATORY

Go placidly amid the noise and the haste, and 
remember what peace there may be in silence. 
As far as possible, without surrender, be on 
good terms with all persons. Speak your truth 
quietly and clearly; and listen to others, even 
to the dull and the ignorant; they too have 
their story. Avoid loud and aggressive persons; 
they are vexatious to the spirit. If you compare 
yourself with others, you may become vain or 
bitter, for always there will be greater and less-
er persons than yourself. Enjoy your achieve-
ments as well as your plans. Keep interested 
in your own career, however humble; it is a real 
possession in the changing fortunes of time. 
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SEMIBOLD 36 POINT

SEMIBOLD 16 POINT

SAND-BOY CHIMNEYS 
ADVICEFUL CAMPHINE 
SUNBATHE KREPLACH 
CONFIRM PRECIOUSLY 
JUDICATOR TOWPLANE 
CRAFTSMEN REDOUBT 
WARLINGS NUGATORY

Go placidly amid the noise and the haste, 
and remember what peace there may be in 
silence. As far as possible, without surrender, 
be on good terms with all persons. Speak your 
truth quietly and clearly; and listen to others, 
even to the dull and the ignorant; they too 
have their story. Avoid loud and aggressive 
persons; they are vexatious to the spirit. If 
you compare yourself with others, you may 
become vain or bitter, for always there will 
be greater and lesser persons than yourself. 
Enjoy your achievements as well as your 
plans. Keep interested in your own career, 
however humble; it is a real possession in the 
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BOLD 36 POINT

BOLD 16 POINT

SAND-BOY CHIMNEYS 
ADVICEFUL CAMPHINE 
SUNBATHE KREPLACH 
CONFIRM PRECIOUSLY 
JUDICATOR TOWPLANE 
CRAFTSMEN REDOUBT 
WARLINGS NUGATORY

Go placidly amid the noise and the haste, 
and remember what peace there may be in 
silence. As far as possible, without surren-
der, be on good terms with all persons. Speak 
your truth quietly and clearly; and listen to 
others, even to the dull and the ignorant; 
they too have their story. Avoid loud and 
aggressive persons; they are vexatious to the 
spirit. If you compare yourself with others, 
you may become vain or bitter, for always 
there will be greater and lesser persons than 
yourself. Enjoy your achievements as well 
as your plans. Keep interested in your own 
career, however humble; it is a real posses-
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BLACK 36 POINT

BLACK 16 POINT

SAND-BOY CHIMNEYS 
ADVICEFUL CAMPHINE 
SUNBATHE KREPLACH 
CONFIRM PRECIOUSLY 
JUDICATOR TOWPLANE 
CRAFTSMEN REDOUBT 
WARLINGS NUGATORY

Go placidly amid the noise and the haste, 
and remember what peace there may be 
in silence. As far as possible, without sur-
render, be on good terms with all persons. 
Speak your truth quietly and clearly; and 
listen to others, even to the dull and the 
ignorant; they too have their story. Avoid 
loud and aggressive persons; they are vex-
atious to the spirit. If you compare your-
self with others, you may become vain or 
bitter, for always there will be greater and 
lesser persons than yourself. Enjoy your 
achievements as well as your plans. Keep 
interested in your own career, however 
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UPPERCASE

LOWERCASE

DESCENDING ALTERNATES

LINING FIGURES (DEFAULT)

MID-HEIGHT FIGURES (SS01)

OLD STYLE FIGURES

PUNCTUATION

ARROWS & ORNAMENTS

A B C D E F G H I J K L M N O P Q R S T U V W X Y Z  
À Á Â Ã Ä Å Ā Ă Ą C Ç Ć Ĉ Ċ Č Ď Đ È É Ê Ë Ē Ĕ Ė Ę Ě 

Ĝ Ğ Ġ Ģ Ĥ Ħ Ì Í Î Ï Ĩ Ī Ĭ Į İ Ĵ Ķ Ĺ Ļ Ľ Ŀ Ł Ñ Ń Ň Ò Ó Ô Õ 
Ö Ō Ŏ Ő Ø Ǿ Ŕ Ŗ Ř Ś Ŝ Ş Š Ţ Ť Ț Ŧ Ù Ú Û Ü Ũ Ū Ŭ Ů 

Ű Ų Ŵ Ẅ Ý Ŷ Ÿ Ź Ż Ž Æ Ŋ Ð Ĳ Œ Þ  
Ą Ç Ę Ģ Į Ķ Ļ Ŗ Ş Ţ Ț Ų L O � � � � � � � �

a b c d e f g h i j k l m n o p q r s t u v w x y z  
à á â ã ä å ā ă ą b c ç ć ĉ ċ č ď đ è é ê ë ē ĕ ė ę ě fi fl 

ĝ ğ ġ ģ ĥ ħ ì í î ï ĩ ī ĭ į ĳ ĵ ķ ĺ ļ ľ ŀ ł ñ ń ņ ň ŉ ò ó ô õ ö ō ŏ ő ø ǿ 
ŕ ŗ ř ś ŝ ş š ș ť ț ţ � ŧ ù ú û ü ũ ū ŭ ů ű ų ŵ ẅ ẁ ý ÿ ŷ ź ż ž 

æ ı ŋ ð ß μ œ þ

g j p q y ą ç ę į ĳ ĵ ķ ļ ņ ŗ ş ș ț ţ � ų ý ÿ ŷ ŋ μ þ
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Thank you to my friends, 
family, colleagues, and teachers. 

Special thanks to Frank Grießhammer 
for his generous help with the hard parts. 

Frank is very chill.


